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The natural history, bolas construction, and hunting behavior of the bolas spider, Ordgarius sexspinosus (Thorell) 
(Araneae: Araneidae). by Akira Shinkai 1 & Eiichi Shinkai 2 ('274-29-603, Otsuka, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo,192-0352 Japan; 

2 1-6-6, Honda, Kokubunji-shi, Tokyo, 185-0011 Japan) 


Abstract — Ordgarius sexspinosus (Araneae: Araneidae) is one of the two bolas spiders in Japan. This report docu¬ 
ments phenology, hunting behavior of newly emerged spiderlings, and the construction of bolas by subadult and adult 
females of O. sexspinosus. Ordgarius sexspinosus is univoltine, overwinters in the nymphal stages inside egg sac, and 
the female produced 3-6 egg sacs. Spiderlings of earlier stages and males did not make bolas during their perching at 
the leaf margins. Subadult and adult females employed bolas to capture moths. The behavior of bolas construction was 
very similar to that of the genus Mastophora, except that it holds the bolas thread by a second leg instead of a first 
leg. The bolas sometimes consisted of two different sticky balls. 
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Fig. 1. Outline of life history 
of Ordgarius sexspinosus in 
the vicinity of Tokyo, Japan. 
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Fig. 2. Egg sac of Ordgarius sexspinosus. 
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Fig. 4. The bolas with two adhesive globules made by a female 
Ordgarius sexspinosus. 
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Fig. 5. Hunting posture of a juvenile of early instar. 
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